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Approximately when, if ever, did you start to
know you wanted to attend graduate school?

Before undergraduate school 15%

First or second year of 10%
undergraduate school |

Third or last year of 36%
undergraduate school |

Within two years of finishing 239/,
undergraduate school |

More than two years after finishing

0
undergraduate school | 16%

Never | 1%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Source: ETS-CGS Pathways Project Student Survey, 2012




Approximately when, if ever, did you start to
apply to graduate school?

Before undergraduate school | 1%

First or second year of | 4o,
undergraduate school |

Third or last year of 37%
undergraduate school |

Within two years of finishing

32%
undergraduate school |
More than two years after finishing 289%
undergraduate school |
Never | 1%
0% 20%  40%  60%  80%  100%

Source: ETS-CGS Pathways Project Student Survey, 2012




While considering graduate school, how much
encouragement did you get (or are you getting)
for attending from...?

Friends, students or co-workers 57%
Faculty member(s) I 75%
Current graduate student(s) | 54%
Academic advisor | 73%
Parent(s) | 76%

Institutional program 62%

Significant other 75%
Employer 66%
Career counselor 58%
0% 20%  40% 60% 80%  100%

Source: ETS-CGS Pathways Project Student Survey, 2012
.,




While considering graduate school, how much encouragement
did you get (or are you getting) for attending from...?
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While considering graduate school,
who did you go to (or are you going to) for information?
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63% 62%
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While considering graduate school, who did you go to (or
are you going to) for information?

Students Planning to Enroll in Graduate School

Friends, students or co-.. 74%
Faculty member(s)

Current graduate student(s)
Academic advisor

Parent(s)

Significant other

Institutional program

Employer

Career counselor

Students Enrolled in Graduate School

Friends, students or co-..

70%
Faculty member(s) 67%
Current graduate student(s)
Academic advisor

Parent(s)

Institutional program
Significant other

Employer

Career counselor

Students Who Completed Graduate School

Friends, students or co-.. 64%
Faculty member(s) 58%
Current graduate.. 41%
Parent(s) 37%

Academic advisor

I 36%

Institutional program : 31%
Significant other 24%

Employer I 16%

Career counselor F 10%













When you were considering graduate school, how much
information did you receive about potential careers?

Students Who Completed Graduate School

Students Enrolled in Graduate School

®As much as needed ®Lessthan needed =None

B As much as needed |l essthan needed = None







When you were considering graduate school, how much
information did you receive about potential careers?

Students Who Completed Graduate School

Students Enrolled in Graduate School

®As much as needed ®Lessthan needed =None

B As much as needed |l essthan needed = None







Was graduate school worth
1t to you?
















A Graduate Degree Will Increase My Income Potential

Students Planning to Enroll in Graduate
1% School

m Strongly agree
m Agree Students Who Completed Graduate School
= Neither agree nor disagree
E Disagree

= Strongly disagree

E Strongly agree

H Agree

= Neither agree nor disagree
E Disagree

= Strongly disagree

Students Currently Enrolled in Graduate
204 School

B Strongly agree

H Agree
= Neither agree nor disagree
E Disagree

m Strongly disagree




Would you recommend graduate
education to others?







Given what you know now,
would you still attend graduate school?

Yes, and would do the same things 43%
Yes, but would do things 49%
differently
No 4%

Not sure | 4o

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Source: ETS-CGS Pathways Project Student Survey, 2012




Given what you know now,
graduate school?

would you still attend

Students Enrolled in Graduate School

1%

mYes, and would do the same
things.

mYes, but would do things
differently

= No

= Not sure

Students Who Completed Graduate School

mYes, and would do the same
things.

® Yes, but would do things
differently

=No

m Not sure




Given what you know now,
would you still attend graduate school?

60% - 7% 37%
50% - 47%

= African American
46% Hlspanlc

m \White
40% - 2av 35%
30% -
20% -
10% -

4% 4% 39, 4% 39, 4%
No

Yes, and would do the Yes, but would do
same things things differently

Not sure

Source: ETS-CGS Pathways Project Student Survey, 2012
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Why wouldn't you attend graduate school, given what you

know now?

Students Enrolled in Graduate School

Has not resulted in better opportunities
Was not what | was expecting

Financial cost

Cannot find a job that utilizes the degree

Standard of living while graduate student

58%

50%

Changing life circumstances
Other

Waste of time 21%

Students Who Completed Graduate School

Has not resulted in better opportunities
Financial cost

Cannot find a job that utilizes the degree
Was not what | was expecting

Waste of time

Standard of living while graduate student
Changing life circumstances

Other

74%

68%




If you could do things differently, is there
anything you would consider changing about
your graduate school choices?

The institution

The program
My degree goal
My degree field I

My advisor

| would attend immediately after |
college

| would wait to attend until after
working for awhile ¥

| would have attended full-time

| would have attended part-time

38%
43%
33%
35%
21%

17%

16%
7%
6%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Source: ETS-CGS Pathways Project Student Survey, 2012
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If you could do things differently, is there anything you
would consider changing about your graduate school
choices?
T 57%
The institution 67%
70%
77%
The program 78%
76%
My d I 2% 75%
egree goa
y aegree g 69%
_ 75%
My degree field 82%
73%
_ 72%
My advisor 75%
92%
| would attend immediately after o0
college 56%
| would wait to attend until after 76%
. . 78%
working for awhile 64%
_ 68%
| would have attended full-time 80%
55%
_ 52%
| would have attended part-time 67%
80%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
® \White Hispanic m African American
Source: ETS-CGS Pathways Project Student Survey, 2012




What were your reasons for pursuing a graduate degree?

Students Enrolled in Graduate School

Personal enrichment

To fulfill a future job requirement in cumrent career
path

To supplement your undergraduate education
To change career paths

Wasn't sure what else to do

68%

65%

61%

Couldn't find employment

To fulfill a current job requirement

Other

To fulfill a future job requirement in current career path

Students Who Completed Graduate School

Personal enrichment

To supplement your undergraduate education

To change career paths

Wasn't sure what else to do

To fulfill a current job requirement
Couldn't find employment

Other

62%

59%




Which career options were (or are) encouraged by your
faculty?

Students Enrolled in Graduate School

Research 70%

Faculty/teaching 70%

Community/public service

Government

Students Who Completed Graduate School

Business/corporate 24%

Faculty/teaching 60%

Non-profit

Research 58%

Entrepreneurial
Community/public service
Military
Business/corporate

Non-profit
Government
Entrepreneurial

Military




Which career options were (or are) encouraged by your
faculty?

Students Enrolled in Graduate School by Gender

Research 7?:/?,/

0

Faculty/teaching 65‘;%
0

Business/corporate

Students Who Completed Graduate School by Gender
Community/public service

Research 59%

Non-profit 53%

Faculty/teaching

mFemale mMale

Business/corporate

Government

Community/public service

Non-profit

mFemale u Male




Top Five Pressing Issues of 2013




Top Pressing Issues from the Northeast

Comparison of the Top Five Pressing Issues from the Northeast Region

Percentage of Respondents

Pressing Issue Total Northeast
Graduate Student Financial Support 54% 45%
Recruitment/Admissions/Enroliment Mgmt. 45% 47%
Graduate Program Financing/Budget/Economy 33% 32%
Student Support and Services 16% 26%
General Management and Administration 16% 11%

Source: 2013 CGS Pressing Issues Survey




